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CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 0657 

STADIS ///////////////////////////////// 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: APER, MILI, BU 

SUBJECT: COM CONCURRENCE FOR NEW DATT 

REF: STATE 076814 

1. APPRECIATE SOLICITATION AND CONCUR IN APPOINTMENT OF 
COLONEL GILBERT O. KIRCHOFF AS DEFENSE ATTACHE. HOWEVER, 

HOPE THAT IN FUTURE A WAY CAN BE FOUND TO AVOID HAVING TWO 
FULL COLONELS AT THIS SMALL POST. IT IS NOT GOOD PERSONNEL 
PRACTICE, AND THERE IS NO NEED HERE FOR TWO OFFICERS OF COLONEL 
RANK. IF SENIORITY HAS TO GOVERN DESIGNATION OF DATT, COLONEL 
KIRCHOFF OBVIOUSLY WILL BE IT. HOWEVER, THE MOST 
PROMINENT REQUIREMENTS HERE RELATE TO ARMY MATTERS. 

2. RE PARA 3 REFTEL, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP DATT 
DESIGNATION A SECRET FROM OUTSIDERS. SINCE WE UNDERSTAND 
AN ARMY COLONEL WILL ALSO BE ASSIGNED TO THIS POST, THE 
QUESTION WILL INEVITABLY ARISE WHETHER HE SUCCEEDS 
COLONEL METOSH AS THE RANKING OFFICER AND WHO IS IN 
CHARGE OF THE ATTACHE OPERATION. WE WILL THUS HAVE 

TO SIGNAL TO ALL CONCERNED, INCLUDING THE BULGARIANS, 

WHO RUNS THE ATTACHE OPERATION. THIS COULD HAVE BEEN 
AVOIDED IF WE DIDN'T AGAIN HAVE TWO OFFICERS OF EQUAL 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT DEPT OF STATE INSPECTORS WHO 
INSPECTED POST IN MARCH WILL RECOMMEND THAT SECOND 
ATTACHE POSITION, IF NECESSARY AT ALL, BE STAFFED BY 
MAIOR OR CAPTAIN. I SUPPORT TWO-OFFICER ATTACHE 
OFFICE BUT CONCUR THAT SECOND OFFICER SHOULD BE OF 
OBVIOUS LOWER RANK THAN DATT, PREFERABLY MAIOR. THIS 
WOULD MEET POST’S REQUIREMENTS AND ELIMINATE NEED FOR 
PUBLIC DESIGNATION OF DATT. HOWEVER, SINCE COLONEL 
NICHOLAS S. KOTAS IS ALREADY IN STREAM OF ASSIGNMENT, 

I WILL NOT OBJECT TO HIS COMING TO POST. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE IF IN FUTURE I COULD BE QUERIED 

ON CONCURRENCE IN MILITARY ASSIGNMENTS WELL IN ADVANCE 
OF COMMENCEMENT OF LANGUAGE AND AREA TRAINING. HERZ 
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